2019 That was a very good year.
Dear Friends
Thankyou so much for joining with us to be a Lighthouse and a Jesus presence in
Bearwood and beyond. 2019 was a good year in lots of ways as we saw ministries
strengthened, new families join us, and finances remain solvent.
This is the first time that we have put together a review of the previous year, and
hopefully it will be a helpful and encouraging opportunity to look back and give thanks
for the way that God has met with us corporately and individually, and the way that he
has shaped us and grown us.
One obvious highlight in 2019 for Teresa and I was the surprise party that the church
organised to celebrate 20 years of Ministry here in Bearwood. When we first came to the
church in 1999 it was known only as Bearwood Church Centre, but in 2005 we became
St.Barnabas, and I believe that this name which means Son of Encouragement has been a
very apt description for how we all feel about our fellowship here.
As I write this we are still in lockdown in the nation because of Covid 19. It’s a dark time,
and a very difficult time for so many. It is not a time for religious catchphrases but it is a
time as we reflect on God’s goodness and provision to remind each other that “ God is
able to work all things together for good for those who love him”.
In his Grip
Geoff & Teresa

Music Worship
You will notice that this topic is headed ‘Music Worship’ and not simply ‘Worship’. The
reason for this is quite simple. As Christians, our entire lives are labelled as an act of
worship – all that we think, speak or do, should be as an act of worship (acknowledging
the ‘worthship’ of our God). Worship has been described as attributing reverent honour
and homage to God. That sounds like a complete lifestyle activity to me.
Here, we are focussing on the music worship aspect of our Christian lives and particularly that which takes place in St Barnabas. We are blessed with several experienced, gifted
and God-focussed worship leaders (Matt Redman refers to them as lead-worshippers, as
God Himself is the worship leader). In Jane, Pete, Geoff and David there is diversity of
style and resource, held together with the common goal of eagerness to lift the name of
Jesus and express heart-outpouring adoration to God. St Barnabas is also blessed with a
large pool of singers and musicians who contribute to the effectiveness of music worship. The worship groups are rarely the same on consecutive weeks. That leads to a
freshness and vitality in the worship, also consistency and cohesion as the different

As a worship leader it is uplifting to be
part of the congregational expression
of praise, adoration and intimacy with
God. We have a great congregation at
St Barnabas. It has been referred to
on several occasions that there have
been times when church service music worship has been underpinned by
extra voices – interpreted as a heavenly choir also joining in. What a thrilling
and humbling experience that is!
We cannot refer to music worship
without giving special mention to
those at the other end of the church.
The sound engineer and computer/
projector operators are the ‘5th and 6th
members of a 4-piece band’. It is their
skill, sensitivity and servant heart that
leads to sound and vision being such
an important part of our church services. David Wells

Each month, a ‘Song of the Month’
has been introduced for St Barnabas to experience some of the new
songs that are emerging into the
church around the world. This has
broadened our worship perspective
and some of these songs have been
integrated into the worship framework at St Barnabas.

THE WELL
The Well lunch venue has been running at St.Barnabas for the past five years and
was primarily set up to reach those people in the Bearwood community who would
normally eat alone. Today we have a mixture of both single and older couples who
enjoy fellowship together over lunch. The number of guests has fluctuated a little
over the years. However over the past year we have seen an average increase in
attendance to around 35 guests.
We meet on the first Thursday of the month and a team of dedicated volunteers
prepare a freshly cooked 2 course lunch from the St.Barnabas kitchen. The tables
are set out and decorated to create a welcoming restaurant style atmosphere. We
believe that the quality of the food we prepare is vitally important and we try to do
this whilst keeping costs to a minimum. In this respect, we are non—profit making
and we currently suggest a voluntary donation of £5.00 per person, but we do
subsidise anyone unable to contribute.
The Well is an outreach arm of St.Barnabas and we do have a number guests join us
from the community who would not normally attend our services. At the start of
each meal Geoff the Vicar would normally give a short bible based reflection, and
we have leaflets covering forth coming church events available on the table for
guests use.

BIBLE PREACHING AND TEACHING 2019

2019 was another rich year of Bible
teaching at St.Barnabas.
We started the year with 14 sermons
on the Book of Exodus.
After celebrating Easter we then looked
at the question of ‘What on earth am I
here for’. We then studied how the giving of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost
changed the world.
Moving into the Autumn we enjoyed a
rich time considering in more depth
some of the many people that encountered Jesus personally. As we drew near
to Christmas we ended the year by
looking at four of the Psalms in the
context of the seasons of the year.

Events in 2019
We had a wonderful
evening with the Winton Salvation Army
band.
Great music and lots of
twirling tambourines. It
was a great fund raiser
for the young people to
go to Soul Survivor

The Sam Newgarth Light Orchestra with our very own Pip
James performed another
brilliant Annual Concert at
St.Barnabas. We had one of
our best audiences for this
very talented group of musicians. A wonderful varied
programme of music and
song was shared with a very
appreciative audience

It had been at least 3 years since Geoff
and the Vicars band that he sings with
Dogs Without Collars had visited
St.Barnabas. At the end of April 2019
they played to a capacity audience of
just over a 100 people and the church
was rocking.
A full programme of music from The
Beatles to Status quo got everyone up
dancing and singing along with familiar
tunes. Over £600 was raised for Mission
Aviation Fellowship

Mission aviation came along to St.Bs
in April 2019 to share news and information about their work across the
world. They also brought one of the
planes that used to be used to fly into
remote areas of the world.
It was a windy day and it took a few
strong men to keep the wings
attached to the plane

One of the pieces of kit that
MAF brought with them caused
quite a stir and attracted lots of
visitors from the Bearwood
Community. A flight simulator
was set up in the church, and
people young and old were
challenged to land the plane
safely. Some did it better than
others ,but all in all it was great
fun.

Lol Scott Farnell who heads up our
Youth work in the church and in
Bearwood too had a crazy but
wonderful idea for the August
school holidays. She suggested
that we show 21 linked Marvel
films, one every night, and two on
a Friday. Entrance would be free
and open to the community. Lol
and her team set up an array of
comfortable seating, a tuck shop
with popcorn and away we went.
At each evenings films we gave
out a handout explaining some
Christian connection to this feast
of superheros. Great idea Lol!!

THE FORGE
As iron
sharpens
iron, a friend
sharpens a
friend
Proverbs
27:17

The Forge Mens fellowship has continued to grow both numerically and
physically as we are often forced to
eat lots of
wonderful food made by one of our
members Mark Hartley ,who is a chef.
The Forge meets on the 2nd Monday
of the month with a programme of
theme based biblical topics, we also
invite speakers to share testimonies
and life experiences. One highlight of
2019 was our evening in the summer
at Anthony Panes house where we
were challenged to make fire with no
matches and to build a shelter.
The Forge also meets for Bible study
and since Sept Ron Fletcher has been
leading the guys to think about what
it means to be a Godly Man.

BARNEY’S BUGS

Barneys Bugs is a toddler group focused on physical activity with children spending
the majority of time playing on climbing equipment. We also do a few short games
with the children and end with a healthy snack. We run weekly in term time and are
well staffed with a group of 8 committed volunteers.
The number of families attending the group has grown during 2019; by the end of the
year we had 82 families on our register with an average of 24 families attending each
week. On speaking to new arrivals the main way of referral is through word of mouth
indicating the appreciation of the group by those attending. Indeed we have had
several parents tell us that they plan their child’s preschool sessions to allow them to
still come to the group.
We always start each session with a time of prayer; both for protection of the children
as they play on the equipment and for the volunteers to have opportunities to show
God’s love through words and action. We start with warm up dancing which always
includes a Christian song. We have parties to celebrate Easter and Christmas, which
we use as opportunities to share the gospel. In 2019 we did a short presentation for
each; the photo above shows our nativity play. For the rest of the party the children
did craft which reinforced the Biblical message as well as the usual activities. Each
child received a Christian book to take home which we pray will speak to both children and adults alike. These parties were both well received.
At points during the year we have received cards from families with the following
positive feedback: “Thank you so much for giving your time for us. It really makes
our Wednesday and we appreciate it greatly!” and “Thank you for all your efforts
every week, it is so appreciated”.

ST. BARNABAS CHURCH YOUTH PROJECT
The youth project has been responsible for 2 activities in the past year – Xtreme Youth club and
U2N.Xtreme has been losing numbers for a few years now (due to general national trend of YP
not accessing youth clubs) – but we have a small nucleus of about 10 YP who really enjoy coming,
so we keep open for them!! We still have a varied programme – this year we’ve done everything
from messy games to bingo, dodgeball to smoothie and pancake making...
We also were awarded a community grant from Asda
which bought us a new pool table and air hockey table…

U2N (Unite2nite) is our Sunday evening group for teens – we meet every 2
weeks. We usually start with coffee and donuts and then move on to
interactive teaching using games, media, bibles/paper/pens…
Most of the group enjoyed Soul Survivor in the summer…
This year we’ve been looking at ‘Communication’ – we looked at our own
opinions, others’ opinions and God’s opinions; this included dipping into some
very interesting subjects like bullying, abortion, evolution etc…
Due to the current situation, we are just about to launch a zoom meeting for
the group each week…
The Borough of Poole continued to fund us for the year 2019/20 and have
agreed to amend our contract – they have already agreed to fund us for
2020/21!

SMALL GROUPS AT ST.BARNABAS

The majority of St.Bs small groups take place during the day and comprise of mainly
ladies . One group meets on Wed whilst the other three meet on Thursday mornings.
The groups are incredibly supportive of one another and are a real practical source
of help and encouragement. The programme is one of worship, bible study and
prayer using a variety of resources to stimulate discussion.
A Lunchtime women’s group also meets monthly on Monday lunchtime to eat
together, engage in craft work, and they also organise trips out for a social time
together.
Three groups of mixed gender also meet in the evenings to study Gods word together by following the themes from the Sunday sermons.
This is an area that we would love to see grow in number and maturity so that more
church members can be actively involved in sharing life together.

MISSION GIVING

Here at St.Barnabas we give 11% of our income away to Mission
projects around the world. The logos above represent our biggest
projects but we are also involved in donating to CMJ, Bible Society,
Prama Care, Sudan link, CPAS.
Jesus called all his disciples to “Go into all the world and make disciples, baptizing them in the name of the father, the Son , and the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey all that I have commanded
you

BAPTISMS 2019

Over the last few years it has been a real
honour and privilege to Baptise and
reaffirm peoples baptisms. Each one of us
has a story of how we have come to faith
in Jesus, and our baptism is a vitally important and biblical affirmation of what we
are committing our lives to, and it is God’s
affirmation to us of his promises and
presence. These baptisms of Five adults
and a young church member Lucas took
place once again at Anthony & Diana Panes
house in Wimborne but on this occasion it
was the beginning of October!!!. This is the
latest month that we have ever ventured
into the river, but the sun did shine and
Geoff and Cecil hardly felt the cold???

LION CUBS, KIDS CHURCH & EXCITE

Kids Church
All four of our Sunday groups; Little Lambs, Lion Cubs, Kid’s Church and Xcite are
following the same subject lessons from a differing age-related curriculum.
Answers in Genesis is an amazing three-year program that is taking us through
the entire bible showing God’s plan, purpose and love for us, from Genesis to
Revelation.
Subjects covered delve in to the heroes in the bible as well as their infallibility;
the omnipotent and omnipresence of God. The children have been able to see
and trace throughout the lessons that Jesus has always been there from the
beginning of Genesis; that He loves them so much, He was willing to go to the
cross for them.
Answers in Genesis is enthusing and engaging the leaders and children alike.
The children are eager to learn, pray and enjoy each other’s company every Sunday.
We are blessed with an amazing team of leaders and helpers and I would like to
give my thanks to them for their commitment and dedication to the children and
families in our church.

FAMILY
OUTREACH
EVENTS

Our family outreach events in
2019 included our wonderful,
action packed Light Party on
Halloween. Between 70-80
children and adults joined us as
we shared a wonderful alternative to vampires and monsters.
Geoff was able to share a short
Gospel message which
included an excellent video.
For the first time in our programme we also organised a
Messy Church Christmas which
attracted a small number of
families but nevertheless gave
an opportunity to have fun ,
eat good food, create a few
masterpieces, and share the
real message of Christmas.
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