CONTENTS
Page 1

St. Barnabas Report 2020

Page 2

Rev Geoff’s Reflections

Page 3

Bible teaching

Page 4

Bible Teaching

Page 5

Worship

Page 6

Warden’s Report

Page 7

Family Church

Page 8

Family Church and the Bearwood Church Youth Project (BCYP)

Page 9

The Forge Men’s Group

Page 10 The Well
Page 11 Christmas 2020

Page 12 Christmas 2020
Page 13 St. Barnabas Memories
Page 14 St. Barnabas Memories
Page 15 Mission

Our First
Sub - Committee
Zoom Meeting!

ST. BARNABAS REPORT 2020
“2020” was a year that everyone will remember for all kinds of reasons, many of the
reasons though were not memories to treasure.
St.Barnabas started the year in a very good and positive spirit looking ahead to what God
was going to be doing amongst us.
Our first sermon series focused interestingly enough on “Glimpses of heaven” as we
challenged the cartoon caricatures of heaven and looked in a deeper way about what
scripture says. We then moved onto a great preaching series on “Abraham the friend of
God”. The Live teaching of this was rudely interrupted by the first Lockdown but through
the wonders of technology and Jonathan Redsell our webmaster we then like 95% of all
other churches started to offer online services. We were really pleased with how this and
the quality of our services has been maintained over a hard year.
It was great though to enjoy a brief time of “live” worship in October and December when
we got the chance, although the health and safety restrictions didn’t make it easy.
Like the Lantern and the Parish church we too invested in Live streaming equipment and in
2021 we started working on plans to stream live services to those members who are still
concerned at the possibility of worshipping in a larger group.
Some of our ladies groups, and our men’s groups continued to meet by Zooming and
Microsoft Teaming which has been a great way of keeping in touch. When it was possible
for a while to meet with a small number of people, I as the pastor visited families in their
homes, filming many of them sending greetings to the church Fellowship.
Financially we have kept our heads above the waters and even after painting the interior
of the church, with costs being lower we finished with a small surplus of cash for which we
give thanks to God for.
Everyone from St. B’s was pleased to see Matt Smith eventually be ordained , but we were
all really sorry that we could not join Matt and Lisa at the Cathedral in June to celebrate.
I want to thank everyone for their support, care, generosity and love during this
unprecedented time.
With God’s help, because as Jesus says “He will build his church”
we will learn from this experience and come out in many
ways stronger than before.

Rev Geoffrey Boland
Team Vicar
St. Barnabas Church
Bearwood

REV GEOFF’S REFLECTIONS
At the beginning of Lockdown at the end of
March, I put together some 10 - 12 minute prayer
reflections on line for the church to see and
participate in.
During Easter Holy Week I organised daily evening
liturgical prayer times, this then led into an idea to
put together twice weekly reflections on Tuesdays
and Thursdays looking at the first three chapters
of Ephesians.

The main reason for choosing Ephesians was that these first three chapters are full of
wonderfully encouraging reasons to celebrate who we are in Christ. In a difficult time of
lockdown with people not able to mix and encourage one another in the same way it
seemed the ideal piece of scripture to teach on.
It was a great discipline for me to be able to teach through these passages verse by verse
and believe it or not this took just under seven months.
We started at the beginning of June and finished just a few days before Christmas.
The reflections were filmed in the Vicarage, at church and many of them because of the
great weather in the Vicarage garden.
Those church members who decided to join me in this said it was incredibly enriching and
a number were very sad when it finished.

Geoff

BIBLE TEACHING AT ST. BARNABAS CHURCH 2020
January - April

Heaven and Beyond
The cartoon caricature’s of heaven don’t do anyone any favours and just add to the
ignorance and confusion. So at the beginning of another new Year, another decade
we are going to spend some time searching for a biblical understanding of heaven
that is as accurate as it can be this side of eternity, is as wonderful as it can be, and
is as motivating as it can be. I believe that an accurate, dynamic, glorious, biblical
understanding of heaven is something that should thrill our heart, and motivate us
to pray for and to share this good news with as many people as possible.

In the lead up to Easter we also looked at the life of an amazing man Abraham a
‘Friend of God’. This is a man who looked up, and looked beyond his circumstances
to a sky that was full of millions of stars, and millions of promises.

April - July

What is the Gospel?
This preaching series took an in depth look at what Christians consider constitutes
the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Every year the Gospel testimony is challenged, trivialised and undermined not only
by the new atheists but by liberal theology.

For a long time, people have talked about ‘the irreducible minimum Gospel’,
in other words what can you take away from the gospel message for it still to remain
“Good News”.
When the famous church leader and writer John Stott heard about this, he
dismissed it and said “Who wants an irreducible minimum Gospel?
“I want the full, biblical Gospel”.
Amen to that.

2 CORINTHIANS “TREASURES IN JARS OF CLAY”
When Paul preached the gospel, and a church was born, believe it or not, it very
quickly got complicated. You may find it hard to believe but in this New Testament
church that we always look to as a template for church today, there was open
immorality, false teaching and a sense of pride and arrogance and that was just the
start. And in the middle of it all, Paul strives to open his heart, teach, love, rebuke
and restore this troubling and troubled congregation to the true path of humble
gospel-hearted faith and service.

Through Lent 2020 St. Barnabas studied the Bible Course together
This eight-session course, included video content, discussion time, personal
reflection and daily readings. We Explored the BIG story and discovered its relevance
for today. We ran the course on a Tuesday morning at 10:15am and repeated the
same topic on the Sunday evening at 6pm
The topics were:
‘Introducing the Bible’
‘Creation & Covenant’
‘Exodus & promised land’
‘Judges and Kings’
‘Exile and Prophets’
‘Jesus and the Gospels’
‘Acts and the Church’
‘Revelation & Review’

We were not able to finish the Course because of Covid but thankfully the Bible Society
made it freely available for everybody to watch on line without the need for the DVDs.

MUSIC WORSHIP
As is said many times in this report, this year has been like no
other. One of the greatest consequences of the restrictions
imposed as a result of the pandemic has been the impact on
corporate music worship.
Even on the few occasions when we have been able to meet
together for church services, we have not been able to sing out our worship to God.
This has been heart-breaking for service leaders, worship leaders and the congregation.
However, let’s look for the positives.
Romans 12v1, “And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to
God because of all He has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice - the kind
He will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship Him.”
Even though we have not been able to sing together, God sees into our hearts and
recognises true worship, even when it is silent.
Another positive is that we have been able to sing to the top
of our voices when we have been at home participating in the
online services on TV, tablet, phone or PC.
The worship leaders have worked hard and sensitively to
source songs that are appropriate for our services and the
sermon themes. We have even been able to introduce new
songs as they emerge.
Regarding online worship, a big thank you must be given to Jonathan, who has put so
much work into assembling our online services each week.
Rick Warren said, ‘Can you worship God outside the church walls? Yes, because worship is
simply expressing your love to God. That means you can worship in the shower. You can
worship in your backyard mowing the lawn. You can worship washing dishes. You can
worship when you’re driving to work or making a deal or walking on the golf course. You
can express your love to God anywhere and everywhere.’
Throughout the year we have been able to monitor how many have engaged with our
online services. It has been thrilling to see that people from all over the world (as far away
as Australia) have been logging in to our services.
This has very much increased the realisation that the worshipping community is global.
As we approach lifting of Covid restrictions we have been installing equipment to enable
live streaming of services as well as live attendance.
This is an exciting development meaning that God’s Word and worship at St Barnabas
breaks out into the wider world.
Someone said, ‘Worship is that one word that
involves every part of our lives as a Christian.’
Let us continue to worship in Spirit and Truth
– and music, whenever we can!

ST. BARNABAS CHURCH WARDENS REPORT
There have been no changes to goods and ornaments at St Barnabas Church since the
APCM 2020.
However, as reported in October, our church was re-decorated during the lockdown period,
a third oven fitted in the kitchen and our outside doors re-painted by Richard Allen our
wonderful handy-man.
The church was also used last year for flu vaccinations as the government started a massive
campaign to get everyone over 50 vaccinated. This opened the doors to around 1,000 folk
to see our church some for the very first time.
In September, we were finally able to have a broken
window replaced to the front of the church after a
long and drawn out application with the insurance
company.

And of course, as mentioned elsewhere in this report, we had the equipment fitted for our
services to be live streamed.

This is my last report as Warden because after
8 years I am stepping down and handing over to
my colleague Ron Fletcher and
our soon to be elected warden Andrew Palmer.

So I would like to thank all those who have helped over the
years: sidesmen, welcomers, those who put the chairs out on
Sundays and pack them away again at the end of the service,
handymen who have done odd jobs around the building, litter
pickers, gardeners and cleaners.

David Waterman
St. Barnabas Warden

LION CUBS, KIDS CHURCH & XCITE

We had a wonderful group of around 30 leaders and helpers within our three groups on
Sunday mornings before Covid-19 struck in March 2020.
However, Covid-19 may have closed our church doors, BUT GOD kept our ‘church’ open.
Our amazing leaders put together weekly lessons online for our children and families to
enjoy at home together; they even delivered craft to the little ones in Lion Cubs.
Our families had biblical lessons from our teaching series ‘Answers in Genesis’ through to
the summer break.
After the summer break and when
government guidelines allowed, we
opened our doors once again for a new
way of teaching and getting together
with families.

On the fourth Saturday of the month, for an extended time of an hour and half, we held
‘Family Church’ where parents stayed with their children and once again our leaders put
together fun and interesting lessons with craft for them to engage with.
This ended at Christmas with an afternoon looking at Old Testament Prophets for-telling
the coming Messiah - Jesus.

We have learnt as a group through this past year, that if we
remain open to the Lord’s leading, we can find ways to ‘meet’
together to learn of Him and He will always show up.

Tina Waterman
Children’s Leader

ST. BARNABAS CHURCH YOUTH PROJECT
Due to the Covid situation, the Youth Project has done very
little this past year.
The youth club re-opened in September but was closed again about 6 weeks later due to
lock down.
The Sunday evening group - Unite2Nite, continued to meet for study and social gatherings
on Zoom - this has been an encouraging group looking at the subject of becoming more
like Jesus.
The Youth Group and U2N both have a ‘WhatsApp’ forum which has been used to keep
up with each other and relay zoom information.
We were very surprised to receive the annual contract payment as usual, considering
we’ve hardly done anything!
We are looking to re-open youth club on the 16th April 2021 and also start to meet as the
U2N study group at Church on Sunday evenings……...

Lol Scott-Farnell
Youth Worker

THE FORGE
2020 started off with a Christmas Party and as usual our
resident chef Mark Hartley with the help of a few of the
men presented food fit for Kings, with lots of it too.
Three courses of great food, and a competitive darts
competition which was won by Steve Fraser.

Monday meetings were held in February and March and then our meetings were then
restricted to Zoom and Microsoft Teams.
Ron Fletcher led the Monday evening meetings which usually followed the Sunday
sermons, and the advantage of the online meetings was that instead of being monthly we
took the opportunity to meet weekly. Numbers at the meeting varied quite a lot from four
to twelve but it was great to maintain fellowship with each other.
Mike Dorey ran a small separate Men’s discipleship group via Zoom plus a Men’s prayer
meeting which was also very fruitful.

As Iron Sharpens Iron,
a Friend Sharpens
a Friend
Proverbs 27:17

THE WELL
Well! ……..
There were a lot of disappointed people in St. Barnabas
Church and in the Community of Bearwood this last year
because our monthly community meal of 2 courses of
wonderful food only took place three times in 2020.
Cecil and Beryl and the wonderful team of volunteers were all looking forward to feeding
the hungry masses with great food and a short reflection that shared news of a great God!
Covid-19 as with everything else, was the culprit and after three great meals in January,
February and March we had to stop, and at this moment in time in April 2021 we are still
awaiting a time for The Well to return.
In the meantime, a solution was found we hope, for the growing difficulties of cooking so
many meals in our wonderful church kitchen – we bought another oven.
This required a major bit of electrical work as we needed another feed for the oven, a local
electrician from Bearwood was found and he did a great job installing it.
At Christmas time, or to be more specific the time of Advent, Cecil and Beryl drove
around to all the regulars from The Well and gave them all a little present of an Advent Candle. This was really appreciated by everyone.
Everyone is really looking forward to resuming this monthly Thursday treat as we
need to baptise the new oven!!!

-------------------------------

A few memories of St. Bs from years gone by.......
Keep looking for more.

CHRISTMAS AT ST. BARNABAS
The Coronavirus lockdown in the UK continued
to restrict what we could and could not do as a
church. Months earlier, we like many churches
hoped that we would be able to celebrate
Christmas in the joyful way that we always did,
but we couldn’t.
We praise God that we were able to meet for three socially distanced services Sunday
services in December, but as the virus continued to dominate our lives and hospitals slowly
began to fill up again with Covid patients we realised that we needed to think in a more
creative way of how to highlight the Birth of Jesus in an increasingly strange and
disconcerting winter atmosphere.

Join us on a
Christmas Trail
Sunday 20th December

Teresa, Geoff’s wife, had a great idea to put
together a Bearwood Christmas trail.
This was incarnated by Lol, our Youth Work Leader,
into a trail around the estate with picture clues on
church members doors.

This culminated in a short socially distanced Carol service
in the church car park which meant everyone if they chose
to could sing without wearing masks.
On Christmas Eve we opened up the church between
3pm - and 5pm for people to spend some quiet time in the
church with Christmas carols playing and candles glowing.

Geoff the Vicar also had an idea to use church
member Darren Baker’s wonderful video
editing skills, and asked him to work together
on a special video for Christmas Day using
Darren’s green screen equipment.

They managed to do this and it was a great
success with amazing visual effects including
incorporating a number of the children from
St.Barnabas in sharing the biblical account of
Christmas.

2020 was not a great year in any churches life
including St. Barnabas
So here are a few pictures from some happier times
in the life of our little community.

MISSION GIVING
Here at St. Barnabas we give 11% of our income away to Mission projects around the world.
The logos below represent our biggest projects, but we are also involved in donating to
CMJ, Bible Society, Prama Care, Sudan link, CPAS.
Jesus called all his disciples to “Go into all the world and make disciples, baptizing them in
the name of the Father, the Son , and the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey all that I
have commanded you”
Mission India is an incredible mission organisation that trains up local church planters on a
1 year programme. They also teach literacy skills in villages and Children’s Bible clubs where
they learn to read by reading the Bible.
Mercy Ships is one of our new missions for support. They provide medical care and free
surgeries for the underserved in Africa, staffed by volunteers on their charity hospital ship,
the Africa Mercy.

Annual Review
for year ended 2020

